
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past few years, Sofia has become the 

leading location in the world for the 

performance of new orchestral and chamber 

music, rising careers in conducting, and a 

keystone event in the careers of many 

emerging and established virtuosic 

performers. It has seen more than 100 world 

premieres, 20 new concerti performed, 50 new 

conductors presented and countless new 

artists sharing their talents with the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 29 – July 13, 2026 

Li Zhang has had an international career as an artist, designer, and scholar. She is Professor and 

former Chair of the Department of Art and Design at Purdue University, Her posters and design 

works have been featured in over 300 exhibitions across more than 40 countries. Her works are 

housed in permanent collections at major institutions, including the Library of Congress, the Zürich 

Museum of Design, the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Imperial War Museum, the Ogaki Poster 

Museum, and the Lahti Poster Museum. She is distinguished as a Graphis Design Master which 

further underscores her international reputation as an artist of the highest rank. We are honored to 

feature a selection of her works as part of Sofia Art and Music Festival visual art program, offering 

our composers, conductors, musicians, and audiences an inspiring dialogue to share with each other.  

Bulgaria Hall provides an exceptional exhibition environment—historic, centrally located, and visited 

daily throughout the festival by artists from around the world. 
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Fall 2025 

Recently the festival has gone through a number of new and innovative 

developments which include a new title, The Sofia Art and Music Festival.  

This coming season will see a new dimension added to the festival’s events. 

Internationally recognized artist and designer, Li Zhang, will present her work 

at the festival in a solo exhibition. Li Zhang is Professor and former chair of the 

Department of Art and Design at Purdue University 

 

 
“The Sound of Hip-hop” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 July 3 – 16, 2026 

 

The Veneto Art and Music Summit (VAMS) is 

a premier event offering composers, 

conductors, and performers a unique 

opportunity to study, collaborate, and 

showcase their artistry in one of Italy’s most 

culturally vibrant regions. Set amid the 

historic charm and natural beauty of Veneto, 

VAMS brings together musicians from 

around the world to pursue artistic excellence 

while immersing themselves in Italy’s rich 

cultural heritage. Participants explore iconic 

sites such as Asolo, Possagno—home to the 

Antonio Canova Museum—Verona, the 

romantic city of Romeo and Juliet, and of 

course, Venice. These inspiring locations 

provide the perfect setting for creative growth 

and cultural discovery. 

 

 

 

 

July 25 - August 1 
 

In Brasília, under the batons of Maestri 

Claudio Cohen and Tyler Austin, 

participants of the Brasília Orchestral 

Summit will have their music premiered in 

concert by the Brazilian National Symphony, 

Brazil's capital orchestra. One of the great 

orchestras in the world. 

 

June 19 - 29, 2026 

 

The Vienna Contemporary Composers 

Festival (VCCF) is designed for composers 

looking to refine their craft, receive professional 

performances of their works, and immerse 

themselves in the rich musical culture of Vienna, 

Austria. Each selected composer will have their 

new work performed during the festival. 

Participants will also benefit from private 

composition lessons with Viennese and 

international composers, as well as lectures and 

masterclasses on contemporary music and 

advanced theory. 

 

Notable guest faculty members have included 

prominent composers such as Anthony R. Green, 

Alexandra Karastoyanova-Hermentin, Oliver 

Weber, Eva Reiter, Reiko Füting, Reinhard 

Fuchs, Clemens Gadenstätter, and other 

distinguished visiting artists. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

July 3 -16, 2026 



 

 

New Donors Celebrate Sofia 2025-26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a Donor Today 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Corporate Donors 

 

 

 

For information regarding corporate 

sponsorship, please contact us. 

Friend of Sofia 2026 

$0 - Friend of GAU – No cost membership 

Donor Categories 

$1-$250 – Sponsors 

$251-$500 – Patrons 

$501-$999 - Solo Club Members 

$1000-$4,999 - Chamber Club Members 

$5000-$9,999 - Orchestral Club Members 

$10,000+ - Impresario 

 
Sponsors  

($1-$250) 

Diogo Carvalho 

Arianna Durkin 

Sally Yu ($100) 

Carlos Fernandez 

Chenzhejun Hu 

Mario Olinto Filho 

Zaid Jabri 

Tommaso Saturnia 

Danielle Bees 

Theo Popov 

XY Mike (aka: Xiangyu Zhou) 

Kyle Craven 

Hubert Howe 

Jackson Gearing 

Isabelle Riche 

Kyle Simpson 

Jake Schoenle 

Zachary Cook 

Luis Ruiz-Pacheco 

Vladimir Nikolov 

Martin Richardson 

Zaid Jabri 

Cody Hutcheson 

Kip Winger 

Aaro Pertmann 

Gabriel Iwasaki 

Daniel Knaggs 

Joel Toews 

Andrei Skorobogatykh 

John Franek 

Mary Katherine Trangco 

Harmen Cnossen 

Xuesi Xu 

Willaim Blacklaw 

Ryuji Kubota 

Po Hang Yuen 

Sarah Wald 

Eugene Astapov 

Jakub Polaczyk 

Xiangming Niu 

John Koenig 

Oi Ching Chan 

Chikako Iversen 

Veronica Manzanera 

Efrat Gerlich 
Helen and KC Leung 

 

 

 

Patrons 
($251-$500) 

Gordon Green 

 

Solo Club Members 
($501-$999) 

Hannah Bulow 

 

Chamber Club Members  
($1,000-$4,999) 

Charles Conrad 

Kim Ellis 

 

Orchestra Club Members  
($5,000-$9,999) 

Harry Bulow 

Lewis Chung 

 

Corporate Sponsors 
Piano Solutions, Inc. 

Silver Mace Publications, Inc. 

There are two ways you can donate. The fastest and 
easiest is to use the link given below. 
 

https://www.globalartsunited.com/fgau 
 

If you would like to donate by check, just send your 
contribution to the address shown on the left. All 
donations are tax deductable. 
 

If paying by check, send to: 
 

Friends of Global Arts United 
P.O. Box 3125 

West Lafayette, IN 46996 

Tyler Austin, Director of Conducting Program 
Evan Harger, Coordinator of Conducting Program 

Harry Bulow, President, Friends of Global Arts United 

 

Administrative Leadership 

Diogo Carvalho, Artistic Director 

Svetlin Hristov, Assistant Director, SAMF 

Dinah Bianchi, Managing Director, VCCF 

https://www.globalartsunited.com/fgau

